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Strengthen, Justify the Conclusion, and Assumption Identify The 
Question Stem Drill

The following items contain a sample question stem. In the space provided, categorize each stem 
into one of the three Logical Reasoning Question Types: Strengthen, Justify the Conclusion, or 
Assumption. Answers on next page

	1.	 Question Stem: “Which one of the following, if true, most strongly supports the statement 
above?”

	
		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________

	2.	 Question Stem: “Which one of the following is an assumption on which the author’s argument 	
				    depends?”

		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________

	3.	 Question Stem: “The conclusion drawn by the anthropologist follows logically if which one of 
the 					     following is assumed?”

	
		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________

	4.	 Question Stem: “Which one of the following is an assumption required by the argument?”

		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________

	5.	 Question Stem: “Which one of the following, if assumed, would allow the conclusion to be 
properly 					     drawn?”

		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________

	6.	 Question Stem: “Which one of the following, if true, does most to justify the apparently 		
				    contradictory conclusion above?”

	
		  Question Type: _________________________________________________________________
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Strengthen, Justify the Conclusion, and Assumption Identify The Question Stem Drill
Answer Key

1. Question Type: Strengthen

The presence of the phrase “most strongly supports” indicates that this question stem is a Strengthen.

2. Question Type: Assumption

The presence of the word “assumption” without any sufficient condition indicators classifies this 
question as an Assumption. Further, the phrase “depends upon” indicates the answer will have a 
necessary quality, a hallmark of assumption questions. 

3. Question Type: Justify the Conclusion

The presence of the words “if” and “assumed” indicates that this question stem is a Justify.

4. Question Type: Assumption

The key words in this stem are “required” and “assumption,” making this an Assumption question. 
You must be careful when you see the word “assumption” because that word can also be used in 
Justify the Conclusion questions. 

5. Question Type: Justify the Conclusion

The presence of the words “if” and “assumed” indicates that this question stem is a Justify, as does 
the phrase “allow the conclusion to be properly drawn.”

6. Question Type: Strengthen

The presence of the phrase “does most to justify” indicates that this question stem is a Strengthen. 
The presence of “most” opens the door to an answer that does not 100% justify the conclusion, 
hence the question is not a true Justify the Conclusion question. 


	Chapter Two
	Speaker Identifiers
	Fluidity of Analysis and Concept Application
	External Links

	Chapter Three
	External Links

	Chapter Six
	Nested Conditionals
	External Links

	Chapter Eight
	Necessary and Sufficient Causes

	Advanced Causal Reasoning 
	 
	Possible and Probable Causes vs Certain Causes
	Partial Cause and Multi-Cause Scenarios
	Increases and Decreases in Likelihood and Degree
	An Advanced Cause and Effect Problem Analyzed
	Advanced Causal Reasoning Review
	Final Note

	Chapter Ten
	List of Justify Question Featuring Rewording and Distractor Elements

	Chapter Eleven
	Strengthen, Justify the Conclusion, and Assumption Identify The Question Stem Drill

	Chapter Thirteen
	Negative Sufficient Conditions—An Expanded Discussion
	The Double-Not Arrow and Negative Sufficient Conditions
	Double-Not Arrow Summary
	Some Train Diagramming Mini-Drill—Expanded Explanations
	Formal Logic Additive Inference Drill—Expanded Explanations
	External Link
	The Limitations of Venn Diagramming

	Chapter Twenty-One
	LSAT Vocabulary
	PowerScore LSAT Terminology Quiz 

	Chapter Twenty-Two
	Logical Reasoning Question Difficulty
	Question By Question Difficulty
	Individual Question Difficulty Statistics
	Overall Section Difficulty

	Guessing Strategy
	Appendix
	Notes  ￼
	Question Description Legend  ￼
	Question Family Categorization  ￼
	LSAT Logical Reasoning Difficulty and Classification
	External Links

	Complete Chapter Answer Keys
	Notes  ￼
	Chapter-by-Chapter Answer Key  ￼
	Test-by-Test Question Use Tracker  ￼
	Glossary and Index
	Study Plans and Additional Resources (External Links)
	LSAT Bible Study Plans and Test Scoring
	More LSAT Books
	Logical Reasoning Bible Corrections
	FREE Assistance
	The Advanced LSAT Logical Reasoning Course


